LESSON 44

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither
thou goest.”
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This series of lessons has been designed for private study or classroom
presentation. The purpose of this foreword is to explain certain conventions
utilized throughout the program. The overall concept is to begin with the basic
concepts necessary for the new convert to understand and progress toward
more complex doctrine. The lessons are numbered in order to maintain the
proper sequence of study.

When Scripture references are encountered in the text, various actions are
recommended. When in parenthetical bold (Genesis 1:1) the verse is to be
looked up and read right away. Frequently, the next textual statement will
comment on that verse. Reading verse and text in proper order will enhance
one’s understanding of the verse. Direct quotes from Scripture will be “bold
italicized and contained in quotation marks” and, unless otherwise noted,
will be from the King James Bible. When the reference is in parenthetical
non-bold (Genesis 1:1) it is to provide the Scriptural basis for the statement if
confirmation is desired. References in blue Genesis 1:1 will be listed in the
lesson section entitled FURTHER STUDY.

FURTHER STUDY is the “homework” section. Its purpose is to encourage
Bible study at home. The referenced verses have a short summation to assist
the student desiring more knowledge about a subject to find what they are
looking for.

The DISCUSSION QUESTIONS section is primarily for classroom use.
Open discussion with the exchange of ideas produces growth for all involved.
Most of the time the answer is contained in the referenced Scripture but
sometimes the question is offered for open discussion. Even in private Bible
study, analysis of the question and the search for its answer can be rewarding.

This work is offered to anyone with a desire to better understand God’s Word.
It is our hope and prayer that the person studying these lessons will come away
with a better understanding of God’s will and a closer walk with our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

With Loving Concern for all those seeking God’s Message
The Church of God Rocky Mount
Rocky Mount, Virginia




“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in
the grave, whither thou goest.”

Death is the absence of Hlii‘fe,:
complete utter unconscious-
ness, an inert lifeless state in

which there is no animation,

no thoughts, no actions, no
deeds. To most people, death
is a dreaded enemy. As human
beings (nephesh) we are tem-
poral creatures, subject to
death, just as are the animals.
While we have the potential to
be begotten of God, (more
about this at the end of the
Bible study) and become eter-
nally alive, which the animals
do not have, during this earthly
experience we are mortal and
subject to death. Most
churches teach that when a
person dies the soul goes

straight to Heaven or to Hell.
The confusion comes with the
misunderstanding of  soul.

. Man does not have a soul -

man is a soul. The original
Hebrew word for soul is neph-
esh. Bagster’s  Analytical

- Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon
“defines it as “breath,” and

“anything that breathes, an an-
imal.” It can also refer to a
person, or even one dead, or a
dead body. When “nephesh” is
rendered “soul” it refers to a
living person. The soul is
composed of the dust of the
ground (the body) and the
breath of life (the spirit). When
“nephesh” is rendered ‘“dead”
only the body is indicated. The
spirit has departed and the soul
has ceased to exist. The dead
“nephesh” is material, not spir-
itual. The doctrine of the im-
mortality of the soul according
to the respected Jewish
Encyclopedia came from pre-
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who acquired it from pagan
Egypt and Babylon, and over
the centuries it trickled down
into the churches. The Bible, as
we soon shall see, is not the
source of the common belief in
the immortality of the soul. The
Bible plainly teaches that man
is mortal, physical - fleshly - of
the dust. There is no place in
the Bible, from Genesis to
Revelation, where the words
“immortal soul,” are ever found.
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Jesus described death as being
asleep. When Jesus spoke of
Lazarus, the brother of Mary
and Martha, Jesus said he is
asleep and He would awake him
(John 11:11-14). Death, like
sleep, i1s a condition in which
people are not conscious and
from which they shall be awak-

ened. There are many other =

verses referring to death as a
sleep (Matthew 27:52, Daniel
12:2, 1 Kings 2:10). Jesus
Christ should know what death
is like since He is the only one
that has returned from the other

et e

side of death. Jesus made the
statement, “I am He that liveth
and was dead and behold I am
alive for evermore.”
(Revelation 1:18). You might
ask, “When will the dead rise?”
The Bible says the great resur-
rection to life will come at the
precise moment of the second
coming of Jesus Christ. Job
wrote of the grave as a waiting
place and spoke of the voice of
God calling the dead from the
grave. Jesus said the time is
coming when all that are in the
grave would hear His voice,
those that have done good unto
the resurrection of life and those
that have done evil unto the
resurrection of damnation (John
5:28-29). Notice, too, that both




classifications of people, good
and evil, are mentioned as be-
ing in their graves. Neither the
good nor evil are living else-
where, either in Heaven or
Hell. They are both dead, ac-
cording to your Savior, Jesus
Christ.

We should all desire to be in
the resurrection referred to as
those that have done good. In
order to be begotten, we must
repent of our sins, be baptized,
and receive the Holy Sprit so
we can change our lives.
(Refer to previous Bible stud-

ies on these subjects.) Once
this has been done, death is no
longer our enemy. At the in-
stant of death, all conscious-
ness ceases. Thousands of
years can pass. So far as
you’re concerned your con-
sciousness will only have been
interrupted for a millionth of a
second. The transition from
the sensation of this life into
the life that awaits us is ex-
actly as quick as the blinking
of your eye. You will no lon-
ger fear the sting of death for
you will have conquered it.




Discussion Questions:

. David has been dead for 3000 years. When he is resurrected,
will he be aware of the length of time he has been dead?
Ecclesiastes 9:5

. What was Satan’s first lie? Genesis 3:4

. Why do you think Satan wanted the first humans to believe
they could not die?

. Why do you think this concept is so appealing to the carnal
mind?

. What would be the long term effects of this belief on a nat-
ion?

. What happens to the soul that sins? Ezekiel 18:4
If the soul can die then it’s not

. For the wages of sin is eternal life in hell; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
What’s wrong with this sentence? Romans 6:23




8. When do we mortals put on immortality?
1 Corinthians 15:52-53

9. At this time who only has immortality? 1 Timothy 6:14-16

FURTHER STUDY:

Job 14:14-15 Job knew that he would hear the voice of the
Lord call him from the grave.

Psalm 6:5 There is no memory in the grave.

Psalm 88:10 The dead see no wonders and cannot arise and
praise God.

Psalm 115:17 The dead cannot praise the Lord.
Psalm 143:3 The dead dwell in darkness.

1 Corinthians 15:52 We shall be changed in the twinkling of
an eye and the dead shall be raised incorruptible.

1 Thessalonians 4:14-16 Those who are still alive at the re-
turning of the Lord will be changed after the dead in Christ,
which are asleep, rise first.

Revelation 20:6 There is a first resurrection and a second
death.
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